Grass Whisperer May 2010
Welcome to spring, though as I type this, it is actually snowing. I’ll take all the moisture I can get this time of year. The course is really greening up and soon with warmer temperatures it will really start to grow. As the quote goes “ April showers ( snow) bring May Flowers”.

Late April or early May weather permitting we will begin aerification of the greens. It is actually scheduled for Monday the 26th of April. Aerification is a short term disruption that has a long term affect. For grass to grow at 3/16”, and shorter, we need to have deep healthy roots. And good roots demand oxygen. Not only does aerification provide oxygen to the roots, it also provides channels which promote deeper turf grass rooting. Aerification is labor intensive, and costly but without it our greens would not be in as good of shape, and we could not achieve heights of  5/32”nds and lower without aerification.
 For various reasons we have to aerify 2 times a year, now and in August. But for the homeowner once a year in the spring should do the trick. But remember, aerify  before you apply any pre emerge fertilizer. Pre- emergence fertilizers lay down a barrier to prevent weeds from germinating. If the ground is disrupted after application of pre emergent fertilizers the barrier is broken and weeds will appear. And you just wasted your money on very expensive products
 Let’s remember the environment! Please use Herbicides and insecticides responsibly. Use the amount that label calls for. Do not ever increase the amount that the label requires. You can use less but never more than the label calls for. And please keep Children and pets off all areas that have been sprayed, till the turf is dry

 If you have any questions please feel free to ask!

Thank You

Keeping EM Green!

Dan Petersen

Class “A” superintendent GCSAA

Warren Golf Course
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Cell 286-6165

